
 

 
 

2019 40 UNDER 40 LIST 
 
The National Association of Asian Pacifics in Politics and Public Affairs (NAAPPPA) is proud to present the 
2019 list of the top 40 AAPI political operatives and public affairs professionals under 40.  
 
NAAPPPA established this list to highlight the growing number of AAPIs who are beginning to dominate the 
professional unelected side of politics.  These honorees represent groundbreaking AAPI campaign strategists, 
lobbyists, legislative staff, and corporate public affairs professionals that work behind the scenes to elect and 
advance AAPI electeds and the AAPI community.  These elite individuals are breaking the meek Asian model 
minority stereotype by excelling in the rough and tumble, rule-bending, bare knuckle world of American politics. 
  
NAAPPPA is a non-partisan non-profit national organization dedicated to promote and develop Asian American 
and Pacific Islander career advancement and excellence in political consulting, public affairs, and legislative 
advocacy through networking, innovative training, and professional development programs.  NAAPPPA’s 
members include legislative staff and professionals specializing in political campaigns, direct mail, polling, 
communications, opposition research, political compliance, fundraising, public and government affairs, media 
relations, and legislative advocacy. 
 

 

Robbie Abelon | Deputy Secretary of State, State of California.  Robbie oversees the implementation of an election 
model for over 10 million voters in California. Previously he was political director for Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra, district director for Senator Dr. Richard Pan and Assemblymember Jim Cooper, and campaign operations 
director for State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. He also has extensive natural disaster 
response experience, having been deployed for shelter operations and government relations to five hurricanes in the 
Gulf Coast and five wildfires in Colorado and California. He is a YMCA advisor to middle and high school students and 
served on his local school district’s graduation taskforce.  
 

 

Damian Arias | Digital Manager, Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors.  Damian Arias was born in 
Pensacola, FL in 1990 and was raised by his Filipino grandparents. Arias is the Digital Manager at the Tragedy 
Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) and serves as the Executive Vice Chair of the D.C. Young Republicans. 
Arias first start in public service was working for Florida State Representative Clay Ingram (R-FL01) and then served 
at the National Republican Congressional Committee as the Lead Digital Copywriter in 2016 and as a Digital 
Strategist in 2018. Arias graduated from the University of West Florida with a dual degree in Political Science and 
Communications and is proud to represent his Asian and Pacific Islander heritage. 
 

 

Aref Aziz | President, Statehouse Media.  An East Bay Native, Aref Aziz sparked his political interest as a teenager 
in Fremont, California. Since then he has worked for former Senate Majority Leader Ellen M. Corbett, on some of the 
state's most contentious ballot initiatives, former California Treasurer John Chiang's gubernatorial campaign, has 
successfully drawn congressional lines implemented by the California Citizens Redistricting Commission, and worked 
as a Digital Media Strategist for California Attorney General Xavier Becerra. In his current roles, Aref serves as Data 
Architect for Golden State Opportunity, Communications Liaison for the California Cannabis Industry Association, 
and President of his digital marketing company Statehouse Media. 
 

 

Tony Bui | Vice President of State Public Affairs, California Apartment Association.  As CAA's Vice-President of 
State Public Affairs, Tony T. Bui is responsible for planning and implementing strategy for legislative and political 
issues for CAA. He serves as one of the Association’s primary lobbyist. Bui also manages CAA’s political activities 
through its political action and independent expenditure committees and oversees all candidate support and 
recruitment programs.  Prior to CAA, Bui served as deputy chief of staff to various state legislators and then moved 
on to be the director of public affairs for DeBoo Communications. He has also successfully managed numerous 
political campaigns.  Bui is a graduate of San Diego State University. 
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Stephen Chang | Director of Communications, Texas Secretary of State Ruth R. Hughs. Chang previously worked 
in the Press Office of Texas Governor Greg Abbott. In college, he interned for former U.S. Congressman Erik 
Paulsen, as well as former Minnesota State Senate Minority Leader David Hann. Chang is a graduate of Bethel 
University, and currently attends Texas Tech University, where he is pursuing his master's degree. He is a member 
of Bethel University's alumni board. In 2016, Chang was listed as one of “50 Rising Stars” in politics by Asian 
Fortune Magazine. 
 

 

Priscilla Cheng | Director of External Affairs, California Governor Gavin Newsom. Priscilla previously served as 
Senior Political Advisor for the Newsom for Governor campaign. She has over a decade of experience in the 
organized labor movement, most recently as Chief of Staff for the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO, 
the second largest central labor council in the nation. She has served on various commissions and is a recipient of 
the German Marshall Fund’s Marshall Memorial Fellowship. Priscilla is a first generation American and native 
Angeleno.  
 

 

Annie Chou | Chief of Staff, California Assemblywoman Smith.  In addition to serving as a chief of staff, Annie 
serves on the board of Harm Reduction Services in Sacramento, a local needle exchange. A scientist by education, 
Annie graduated from Denison University with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and minors in Geology and Music. 
She honed her craft in organizing within the progressive labor movement of San Francisco and ran many successful 
campaigns in the Bay Area, Los Angeles, and Orange County. Annie is passionate about smart progressive policy 
that creates real social change. Annie loves bikes, baking, and her black cat named Kitkat. 
 

 

Teresa Davis | Deputy Director of Protocol, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross.  Teresa Davis currently serves in 
the Trump Administration as the Deputy Director of Protocol for Secretary Wilbur Ross at the Department of 
Commerce. She previously served at the State Department as the Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary in 
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Before joining the Trump Administration, Davis worked on Capitol Hill 
for Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04) for five years, most recently serving as his Communications Director. She 
began her career at the BBC’s Washington, D.C. bureau following graduation with dual degrees from the University 
of Georgia in 2013. 
 

 

Kevin Dawson | Legislative Assistant, U.S. Representative Mike Kelly.  Kevin is Rep. Kelly's policy adviser on 
Healthcare and Foreign Affairs. Born in Hong Kong, Kevin grew up in Pittsburgh, and received a B.A. in East Asian 
Studies at Wheaton College in Massachusetts.  He is a member of the Congressional Asian-American Pacific-
Islander Staff Association and was previously Co-Chair of Member Outreach. Kevin continues to support wide 
ranging efforts to bring more Asian-Americans into politics.     
 

 

Lx Fangonilo | Executive Director, Colorado Republican Party.  Fangonilo, who most recently worked as Michigan 
State Director for the Republican National Committee, took over for Shana Kohn Banberger, the party's executive 
director since 2014. Fangonilo is the first hire announced by GOP Chairman Buck, a three-term congressman who 
represents the 4th Congressional District and was elected to chair the state party.  Before Lx ran the RNC's 
operations in Michigan for the 2018 cycle, Fangonilo was state field director for the Michigan GOP. He's also 
worked for candidates and elected officials at all levels of government in Virginia and California. 
 

 

Ken Farnaso | Press Secretary, U.S. Senator Tim Scott.  A native of North Carolina, Ken is a first-generation 
Filipino-American who serves as U.S. Senator Tim Scott’s press secretary and spokesman. Prior to joining the 
Senator, he served in multiple communications roles in the U.S. House of Representatives as well as the National 
Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) during the 2014 and 2016 cycles. His professional experience began 
as a consultant managing a portfolio of over $2.5 million spanning several healthcare systems across the United 
States. A proud alum of NC State University, he holds a degree in Human Biology and Psychology and earned his 
Master’s in Public Relations and Corporate Communications from Georgetown University. 
 

 

Tiffany Fung | Political Director, Clark County Republican Central Committee in Nevada.  Tiffany Fung was elected 
into this post as of July 2019. Previously, she served as the Political Director as well as the Strategic Initiatives 
Director for the Nevada Republican Party. She is a member of several Republican organizations and the co-founder 
of MAGA Meetup Las Vegas.  She got her start in politics as a Field Director for former Congressman Dr. Joe Heck. 
She helps a number of non-profit organizations. She is a philanthropist, her passion and efforts in the political realm 
are targeted to help veterans issues, victims of abuse, education for underprivileged children, resources for 
underserved families, victims of sex trafficking, 2nd amendment rights, restructuring of the education system, 
criminal justice system reform as well as economic development. 
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Ted Goodman | Communications Director, U.S. Representative Greg Pence. Ted is a communications specialist 
and political strategist with a background ranging from journalism to communications director. Goodman previously 
served as Communications Director to U.S. Representative Greg Pence and served as Communications Director for 
the 2018 John James for U.S. Senate campaign in Michigan. Goodman covered politics and the news as a reporter 
for the Daily Caller in the lead up to the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election where he accurately covered then-candidate 
Donald Trump’s surging campaign to victory. Goodman’s reporting from Michigan in the days leading up to the 
election accurately forecasted his victory.  Goodman plans to launch a private sector consulting business, where he 
will be focused on strategic communications and public policy advocacy. 
 

 

Nick Hawatmeh | Counsel, U.S. Senator John Kennedy on the Senate Judiciary Committee. Nick Hawatmeh 
serves as legal and policy advisor on issues including nominations, immigration, national security, elections, foreign 
relations, and intellectual property.  Nick has a combined 18 years of political and legal experience working in local, 
state, and national politics and most recently served as Vice Chairman of the Michigan Republican Party.  Nick holds 
a Juris Doctor in Law from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law and a Bachelor Degree in political science 
from Wayne State University. Nick has experience in international affairs and has participated in staff delegations to 
the Middle East, Asia, Europe and North America. He recently came back from Jordan and Bahrain, where he 
trained and presented on parliament, democracy building, political campaigns and elections. 
 

 

Alex Hendrie | Director of Tax Policy, Americans for Tax Reform.  Americans for Tax Reform is a non-profit, free 
market advocacy group dedicated to fighting for lower taxes and limited government. In this capacity, Alex Hendrie 
formulates and advocates on the organizations federal tax, trade, healthcare and budget policy. Hendrie frequently 
works with Members of Congress, business and conservative groups, and the administration to advance these 
policy proposals. In addition, his work has been featured in numerous publications including the Hill, Fox Business, 
the Washington Examiner, and National Review Online.  
 

 

Priyanka Hooghan | Staff Director for the Environment Subcommittee of the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology in the U.S. House of Representatives. Priyanka came to Capitol Hill following her completion of the 
inaugural Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS) STEM Graduate Fellowship, where 
she served in the office of Senator Mazie K. Hirono, and in the national American Petroleum Institute office. Prior to 
working on the Hill, she practiced environmental engineering focusing primarily on air quality issues for various 
facilities. Priyanka received a B.S. in environmental engineering from Southern Methodist University and a M.S. in 
environmental engineering from Stanford University. 
 

 

Helen Hwang | Director of Infrastructure and Transit Campaigns, Accelerator for America. Helen has worked on 
a range of school board, candidate-based, ballot measure, advocacy, land-use and independent expenditure 
campaigns. She previously oversaw campaign operations for California’s Planned Parenthood Action Fund.  She is an 
advocate for building and increasing civic engagement and empowering local communities. She is currently on the 
board of CA Women’s List PAC and Political Chair and a 2019 NAAPPPA 40 Under 40 Awardee. 
 

 

Jaspreet Johl | Chief of Staff, California State Assemblymember Miguel Santiago. Jaspreet is responsible for 
managing the member’s budget, policy and political agendas, two offices, and 12 aides. Additionally, she staffs Mr. 
Santiago on the Assembly Public Safety Committee and advises him on the issues of environmental safety and toxic 
materials and judiciary. Jaspreet has worked for members of the State Legislature for ten years. Jaspreet earned 
her J.D. from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, and received her B.A. in Political Science from 
California State University, Chico.  
 

 

Kevin Kalhoefer | Associate Director of Research and Communications, California Assembly Democrats.  Kevin 
Kalhoefer works to preserve California’s Democratic majority in the Assembly as a senior opposition researcher and 
communications strategist. Prior to his current role, Kevin worked as the Senior Researcher for the media 
watchdog Media Matters, where he helped lead the Climate & Energy Program. Kevin also previously worked as an 
Associate at the public affairs firm Paschal Roth, where he worked on media campaigns for labor unions, nonprofits, 
and Democratic candidates. Kevin holds a Master of Public Policy from the University of Southern California.  
 

 

Samantha Leonardo | Special Assistant to the Acting Assist. Sec. for Financial Resources, U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services. Currently Samantha serves as a Special Assistant to the Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Financial Resources at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Samantha Leonardo 
entered into the realm of politics in July 2016 when she joined the Michigan Republican Party. During her time with 
MRP, Samantha served as a research assistant and performed tasks that helped shape the 2016 election in 
Michigan. In April 2017, Samantha joined the Republican National Committee where she spent two-years analyzing 
health care policy and creating health care messaging for the RNC.  
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Samuel Liu Chief of Staff to State Senator Ben Allen.  Samuel Liu is a public service leader with extensive political 
management experience. Currently, he serves as Chief of Staff to State Senator Ben Allen, the representative for 
the Westside cities of Los Angeles and Coastal South Bay in the State Legislature. Previously, he ran Senator Allen’s 
successful campaign for State Senate in 2014 and most recently ran the successful Senate campaign for State 
Senator Henry Stern. Samuel holds a Juris Doctorate degree from Loyola Law School and a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of California, Berkeley. Samuel is also appointed to the Los Angeles Human Relations Commission by 
Supervisor Janice Hahn.  
 

 

Esther Lu | Director of APA Engagement, Republican National Committee. Esther was a Republican Leadership 
Initiative Fellow and later Field Organizer for 2016 Presidential Election; she worked for California Republican Party 
(CAGOP) as a strategic communications coordinator and Republican National Committee for 2018 Mid-term 
election as the APA engagement coordinator. Esther is a graduate of the University of California, Davis.   She is a 
Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Reserve. 
 

 

Arjun Mody | Staff Director, Senate Republican Conference.  Prior to serving as staff director, Arjun was a 
principal at S-3 and Policy Director for the Senate Republican Policy Committee. As a policy expert, Mody 
spearheaded efforts on health care including legislation to replace the Affordable Care Act; and energy and 
environment issues including EPA regulations.  Mody also served as Policy Director for Carly Fiorina’s U.S. Senate 
campaign in California, and previous positions in the Senate include serving as Counsel and senior staff to 
U.S. Senators Elizabeth Dole (R-NC) and Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-TX). Mody got his start in Washington, D.C. in the 
George W. Bush Administration, serving as Deputy Director for Legislative Affairs at the White House Office of Drug 
Control Policy.  Arjun graduated La Salle University with a B.A., American University with an L.L.M. in Law & 
Government, and ASU Sandra Day O’Conner College of Law with a Juris Doctorate degree.   
 

 

Laila Mohib | Expansion Director, Emerge America.  Laila oversees the expansion of Emerge’s training program for 
Democratic women. During her career Laila has worked with elected officials, candidates & organizations to develop 
skills in training, messaging and outreach.  She was Director of Women’s Engagement and the Democratic 
Women’s Alliance at the DNC during the 2016 election cycle and was Director of Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Outreach in 2014. She was Program Director at APAICS, worked at EMILY’s List, in Congress and 
independent expenditures. Laila received her undergraduate degree from Sarah Lawrence College and her Masters 
in Arts in Art History from Christie’s Education. 
 

 

Anna Nguyen | Associate Partner, Forward Strategy Group.  Anna specializes in strategic communications, 
campaign management, campaign field and targeting operations. She earned a reputation for breaking ground by 
winning historic campaigns - electing the first woman mayor of New Orleans and the first black woman city-wide 
official of Portland, Oregon. For the 2018 cycle, Anna managed the municipal campaign for Jo Ann Hardesty, 
overseeing all aspects of fundraising – including a record-breaking number of 1,870 individual donors, 
communications, political endorsements, and staff. Anna previously led the voter targeting strategy as the data 
director and deputy field director for the LaToya Cantrell for Mayor campaign in New Orleans.  
 

 

Andrew Noh | Chief of Staff, U.S. Representative Harley Rouda. Andrew Noh manages all staff and operations in 
Washington, D.C. and Newport Beach, California. As Chief of Staff to a frontline freshman member of Congress, 
Andrew is also responsible for positioning the Congressman for reelection in a highly competitive district. Andrew 
previously worked for Representatives Linda T. Sánchez (D-CA-38) and Jimmy Gomez (D-CA-34), and worked in U.S. 
foreign policy before coming to Congress. 
 

 

Minyet Palich | Director of Member Services, National Republican Congressional Committee.  As an experienced 
political and public affairs professional with a proven track record, Minyet successfully led campaigns for public 
office, spanning across local, state, to federal levels. As the Political Director for NRCC Chairman Congressman 
Steve Stivers, she mobilized a large grassroots network to increase their margin of victory. In her current role, she 
works closely with Members of Congress and their senior staff on behalf of the Committee to advocate for their 
needs and ensure they have the tools needed to run formidable campaigns. Being a first-generation Vietnamese-
American has inspired her to always cherish the American values of freedom and liberty. 
 

 

Rajiv Parikh | Partner, Genova Burns.  Rajiv D. Parikh has been recognized as a new leader of the New Jersey bar, 
and is a highly acclaimed litigator, crisis manager and counselor. Mr. Parikh is a Partner and Chair of the 
Construction Law & Litigation, Election Law & Litigation Practices and Co-Chair of the Crisis Management Practice 
at Genova Burns LLC. Mr. Parikh recently served as Senior Counsel to the NJ Governor in 2018. Mr. Parikh has 
tried a number of cases to verdict on a myriad of issues throughout the region, including high stakes litigation 
related to public financing, procurement, civil rights, and construction.  
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Shil B. Patel | Economic Policy Advisor, U.S. Senator Thom Tillis.  Shil has responsibility for the Senator’s Banking 
Committee portfolio as well as tax and trade policy. He joined Senator Tillis’ staff in August of 2018. His first role in 
the Senate was as a Legislative Assistant with Sen. David Perdue (R-GA) where he covered budget and trade issues.  
Prior to joining the Senate, he was a Supervisory Analyst in the Federal Reserve Board’s Division of Banking 
Supervision and Regulation in Washington DC. He primarily covered trust and custody banks and also helped with 
regulatory policy initiatives including stress testing, capital, liquidity, and derivative markets.  Shil has an MBA from 
the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and a BS from Northwestern University.  Shil is also a 
Chartered Financial Analyst.  

 

Annie Pham | Chief of Staff, California State Assemblymember Kansen Chu.  Annie has been working for 
Assemblymember Kansen Chu since February 2017. Prior to joining Assemblymember Chu’s office, Annie worked 
as a policy analyst for the Department of Toxic Substances Control and as a Policy Advocate at Sierra Club prior to 
that. Annie holds a Master’s Degree in Counseling and a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science. 
 

 

Tiffany Phan | Legislative Advocate, Niemela Pappas & Associates.  Prior to joining Niemela Pappas & Associates 
where she represents a wide range of clients on issues relating to recycling, housing, the film industry, technology 
and agriculture, Tiffany worked for the Sacramento firm Bertolina & Barnato that specializes in political strategy and 
fundraising. During her college years she learned the art of grassroots organizing and event planning while interning 
for Planned Parenthood and was an undergraduate intern in the U.S. Department of Justice’s civil rights division. 
She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science with an emphasis on Public Service from the University of 
California at Santa Barbara. 
 

 

Sruthi Prabhu | Legislative Assistant, U.S. Representative Mark Walker.  She was promoted to Legislative 
Assistant after serving as Representative Walker’s Legislative Correspondent.  Prior to her placement on 
Representative Walker’s office, she was a Senatorial Intern in U.S. Senator Tim Scott’s office.  Sruthi is from 
Charlotte, North Carolina and graduated from Liberty University with a finance degree. When she is not working, she 
spends time working with her father's prison ministry, Proverbs 226.  
 

 

Usman Rahim | Associate for Federal Government Affairs, Securities Industry & Financial Markets Association.  
Usman currently serves on a federal government affairs team focused on securities and capital markets. Rahim 
transitioned to this position from the Office of U.S. Senator Tillis. He moved to Washington D.C. after graduating 
from UNC Chapel Hill in 2017, with degrees in economics and public policy. Rahim has made his focus 
Banking/Finance policies in efforts to understand and improve capital markets, especially for diverse and 
underserved communities.  
 

 

Ahmir Rashid | Chief of Staff, Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies.  Ahmir Rashid has a 
diverse background spanning more than a decade that includes work for and proven results at non-profit 
organizations, engineering companies, private firms, large corporations, and political campaigns. He has led 
successful projects in many states and several countries.  Ahmir currently serves as Chief of Staff at the Asian 
Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS). Previously, he worked at the management consulting 
firm McKinsey & Company, served as COO of a national non-profit organization, built his own successful consulting 
business, and founded his own personal foundation in India that supports underprivileged schools. 
 

 

Chirag Shah | Vice President for Government Affairs, Asian American Hotel Owners Association.  Chirag is the 
voice of America’s hotel owners, and manages AAHOA's office in Washington, D.C. The Government Affairs 
Department is responsible for organizing advocacy efforts on behalf of, and in participation with, hoteliers, on the 
federal, state, and local levels. Previously, Chirag served as a deputy director and legal advisor at the Republican 
National Committee, the campaign manager for Wisconsin Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen, and on the staff of U.S. 
Congressman Joe Wilson (SC-02). Chirag earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin and his 
Juris Doctor from the University of Missouri.  
 

 

Moh Sharma | Director of Membership Services & Outreach and Policy Advisor, House Judiciary Committee.  
Moh previously worked for the House Committee on Small Business, the House Democratic Caucus, 
Congresswoman Judy Chu, and the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus. Moh is currently on the boards 
of the Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies Alumni Association, the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Staff Association, the Congressional South Asian American Staff Association, the South Asian Bar 
Association of Washington D.C., the Washington Leadership Program, and Adhikaar. She has volunteered for a 
number of campaigns and was a delegate to the DNC in 2012. Moh received her B.A. (Hons.) and M.A. in 
Economics from the University of Connecticut, M.S. in Global Affairs from NYU, and J.D. from CUNY School of Law. 
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Yna Shimabukuro | Senior Director of Government Relations, California Medical Association. She serves as the 
association’s primary grassroots organizer, mobilizing physicians and medical students to advocate on behalf of 
legislation affecting the medical profession and protecting the safety of patients. Prior to joining the CMA, she was a 
staff member for former Assembly Majority Leader Alberto Torrico representing the 20th District, which includes 
her hometown of Newark, CA. Yna received an M.A. in International Administration from the University of Miami and 
a B.A. in Government with a concentration in International Relations from California State University, Sacramento. 
 

 

Sabrina Singh | National Press Secretary, Cory 2020. She joined the campaign from the Democratic National 
Committee where she served as the deputy communications director for states and coalitions. Prior to that, Singh 
was the deputy communications director in the Trump War Room at American Bridge. During the 2016 cycle, she 
served as the Hillary for America regional communications director for Florida, North Carolina, Colorado and 
Nevada. Singh previously served as communications director for Katie McGinty for Senate, communications director 
for Rep. Jan Schakowsky and worked at several democratic committees, including the Democratic Governors 
Association and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. 
 

 

Ryan Sun | Confidential Assistant to the Director, U.S. Department of Commerce Minority Business 
Development Agency. In this role, Ryan coordinates the agency’s programs and outreach efforts for the Asian 
American & Pacific Islander (AAPI) business community. He also manages the planning and executive of the 
Department of Commerce’s annual National AAPI Business Summit. Prior to his appointment at MBDA, Ryan 
worked on several national and local campaigns. Ryan received his Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from 
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). He was born and raised in Hacienda Heights, California. 
 

 

Lisa Thong | Policy Consultant, Asian Pacific Islander Forward Movement.  With more than a decade of work 
across government, nonprofit and private sectors, Lisa has extensive experience building social-impact driven public 
affairs, public relations, and integrated marketing campaigns specific to multicultural consumer markets. The 
daughter of Chinese refugees from Vietnam, Lisa believes in creating access to systems and institutions that often 
leave behind communities of color. Lisa currently serves as President of the California Board of Barbering and 
Cosmetology, a consumer protection board, to which she was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown in 2016. Lisa 
also serves as Chair of APIs Mobilize through which she founded the California Asian American Appointed Officials 
Network. 
 

 

 
“If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you 
want to go far, go together.” – African Proverb 

  


